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< By STEPHEN ENGELBERG -

..~ Special to The New-York-Times
WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 — The
House of Representatives today

refused to cut off covert aid to rebels
fighting the Soviet-backed Angolan
Govérnment. The vote was 229 to 186.

A eoalition of Republicans and South-
ern_ Democrats re]ectE a Erogsa! gg
the Intelligence Committee that barr
aid to_the rebels uniess it was openly
approved by the Congress. s open

Ee resentative Lee h Hamilton, th?

i . n of

lodiana Demecrat who 15 ChAITHER 0
the House Intelligence Committee,
ar ajor foreign policy deci-

sions such as those involving aid to
combatants in a war, ought to be made

qnly after full public debate. He also
said_the rebels’ ties to Seuth Africa

But a majority of members voting
supported the view that the covert aid:
to the Angolan rebels was a corner-
stone of the Reagan Administration’s
policy of aiding anti-Soviet insurgen-
cies. They also expressed support for
the rebel leader, Jonas Savimbi.

Representative Henry J. Hyde, Re-
publican of Illinois, argued that the
"President must have a right to take
some actions without public debate.
“It's a tough world,” he said. “‘Seme |

would harm this country’s reputation | |
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cessful.” Other backers of aid said that :

.secrecy was needed to protect nations
that assist American covert programs.

ated a covert program to deliver ap-
and supplies to the Angolan rebels. The
program’s existence was disclosed in
comments by President Reagan and
other officials.

After blocking the ban on aid to the
Angolan rebels, the House then ap-
proved the intelligence bill on a voice
vote. The amount of money authorized
for the agencies was not disclosed, but

J a committee report said that a ‘‘siginfi-

cant reduction” had been made in the
Administration’s proposal for ‘‘real
igrowth” in the intelligence budget.

The vote on Angola was a clear vic-
|tory for the Administration’s policy of |
faiding anti-Communist insurgencies
around the world. Aid to the Nicara-
guan and Cambodian rebels has been
approved in open Congressional votes. |
Qther programs, i i Is
iin_Angola, Afghanistan and Ethiopia,

- -

Such activities do not require Con-
gressional _approval altﬁougﬁ the
leouse and Senate committees on intel-
ligence are notified in advance. Con-
gress can block a covert operation only
by adding legislation to the annual au-
thorization bill.

Representative Dick Cheney, Repub-

lican of Wyoming, was one of several

House Backs Covert Aid to Rebels in Angola

things must done in secret to be suc-

opponents of the ban on atd who re-i

minded the House of a similar restric-
tion relating to Angola that Congress
adopted in 1975 and repealed last year.

According to Congressional sources, | | * « isl
—E—F_r__. S ate an-
President Reagan [ate Tast year imith- | | o 1, ouSe should not legis

| { other victory for Communism in Ango-

-1a,” Mr. Cheney said.
Proponents of the ban on aid argued
that support of the .rebels would be

viewed in Africa and elsewhere as tan-

tamount to a military alliance with
South Africa. Much of the support for
the rebels comes from Pretoria. The

Angolan Government is backed by
35,000 Cuban troops and gets Soviet aid.

Supporters of Mr. Savimbi in the
House defended his ties with South Af-
rica, saying he was simply accepting
aid wherever he could find it.

In another action, the House voted to :

approve an amendment that wo

. American _intelligence' from sharing

any information on South African oppo-

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/24 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201830046-1

—————



